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Greetings from Seattle: | hope this note
finds each of you well and enjoying this season
of Advent. | am grateful for these weeks
between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Being
sandwiched between gratitude and
hope/expectation seems to me to be a really
good place to be. | wish | lived in this space
more consistently—intentionally looking back
and giving thanks while realigning focus and
hope for God’s Kingdom, which is both here
and now and bursting forth in greater clarity
and fullness. Thanksgiving and Christmas
remind me to live in this “sandwiched” place.

There is much to update since | last wrote to
you during the summer. | apologize for the
long “radio silence,” but it has been busy
season of transition for me. During the last
couple of months, I've moved to Seattle and
assumed my new role with Seattle Pacific
University as the Director for the Center for
Integrity in Business. I’'m really enjoying the
new challenges and am grateful for new
colleagues who've extended grace and warm
hospitality. | had more Thanksgiving invitations
in Seattle than | could manage. ©

I’'ve also been deeply grateful for the ongoing
opportunity to work alongside my InterVarsity
Graduate & Faculty Ministries colleagues on
the Following Christ 08 Conference. There isn’t

a finer group of people than these men and
women I've had the privilege to work
alongside these past ten years.

Even though we’re in the home stretch, if you
haven’t considered Following Christ 08, I'd
encourage you to take a closer look and to
share details with friends who might be

interested (see followingchrist.org).

Following Christ 08 (to be held in Chicago
December 27-31, 2008) is a truly unique event
that will gather hundreds of graduate
students, faculty, and practitioners across the
broad array of academic and professional

disciplines. The theme of our gathering is
human flourishing, in which we’ll ask
participants to explore, in the contexts of their
professions, “What it means to flourish?
Following Christ 08 is really a conference about
calling, a special opportunity to encourage one
another to exercise gifts, interests and talents
for the benefit of the world.

A Very Long Road Trip: One of the great
joys of this transition was my long 2,000 mile
road trip west from Madison to Seattle.

Heading west on 1-90 brought back memories

of my move from Boston to Wisconsin nearly

six years ago, in which | traversed the same
Interstate in the eastern half of the country.
If you haven’t had the opportunity to drive
across the United States, | highly recommend
it. We enjoy an absolutely beautiful country,
and there are so many amazing people to
meet along the way. For instance, | had the
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privilege to meet Zeke, who makes his home
on a bench outside the corn palace in Mitchell,
South Dakota. Zeke was a quiet man and
rather immobile, but | could tell he came from
good stock.

By the way, if you’ve never visited the corn
place, you can enjoy it 24/7 via a webcam at
www.cornpalace.org/newpages/webcam.

As a “business type,” | was also grateful the
good lessons in branding and advertising |
experienced along the way. Approximately 355
miles out, | spotted my first sign for Wall Drug.
I wasn’t sure | would stop, but hundreds of
signs later, | couldn’t resist. | mean, where else
can you get a free glass of ice water, see a
jackalope, and shop for boots, books, and
bobble heads all under one roof. A “must see”
if you find yourself West of the Mississippi.

There is so much more | could share, but let

me offer a few additional observations from
some notes | jotted along the way:
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»®  We live in a vast country, which, like the
Great Mississippi, is mighty and majestic.
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Southern Minnesota seems to be making
wonderful strides in alternative energy. |
lost count of the number of giant wind
turbines | saw along the highway.

«» The Black Hills, Badlands, and Mt.
Rushmore take your breath away. South
Dakota may be our best-kept secret.

s Crossing the Continental Divide reminded
me of the new directions in my own life.
Would I now lean left instead of right?

+» There seem to be as many horses out west
as heads of cattle.

«» Eastern Washington is a desert, which

really surprised me.

++» Dwight Eisenhower did a good thing in
giving us the Interstate Highway System,

as well as rest stops!

Year-End Giving and Prayer: As | finish
my work with InterVarsity | want to thank you
from the bottom of my heart. You've
encouraged me in ways that are often hard to
express! In this tough economy my colleagues

and | continue to work hard to raise the

necessary funds to host the Following Christ 08

Conference. To help us meet our goals, | would

be grateful if you would consider a year-end

gift to support this important event. Just

utilize the envelope provided and write
“Following Christ” along the back flap. Thank
you so much for investing in this work.
Gratefully and Expectantly, John
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